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^ and cmnlinated Pon lvlacr polluting suhstances, therc is the yard in 2010 al a cost of
Plan (PtvlP) sometimc in tmtold srffcring. A port tramc fu.55.54 millkn and also plans
Norembcr 2009 to gcncratc thc &lanrrnt otlicct. alterly suf- to inlall a mr sprinkler sylcm.
maximum bcnefits for thc fering respiratory problcms. Thcsc invcsncrns will do linh
nation. Anlr PMP should dso seid, on the condition of toredrrcthcarLsunafdand
creatc thc maximum cffrciency, enonymity that the yard now hcal$t hrrrds pcd by 0tc cal
for handling and movtment of cova: an arta of ll.5 hcctares ;rard hrt might go a lorg ury in
cargo. Efficiency not only with circular mounds of coal osuingdtdth.@lyrdbrnl
involved minimising thc tangi- piled rp o a hc'ight of over 150 rclmtcd r rry src-h shillirg of
ble cost to tkrsc who are dircct- feet at come places. Coal is thc cml yud might be dctrinrrr,
ll cngagud in thc busincss of transportcd from rhe hcrths ro tal to ilre intcrcss ofKff ofn-
harxJling arxl nr.rving cargo btrt the yard in open rop dumpcr cials. Whcn qrrricd whcrc thc
also thc intangible imttoct such trucks that spill cool on their rvater spill from the sprinklcr
ils cnvironmental impct on all way to thc ,'-ard. llc addcd that rystem wurH end up h *as indi-
Prkistanis. Onc isstr. which has of all the din-v caryos handlcd cated try *afftha dris spilL cun-
not attrrt€d thc attentbn of thc by thc port coal was hy l'ar ttre prising coal slurry, will flow
p'licynulets is thc hardling of dfutitxt ed that he *as trving to unabated into thc sco causing
rlirty cargo like ccl, phosptrate get a transfcr to somc othcr irslculablc danrap o lishctics
in bulk tbrm and its impact on bcrdr as his heahh conrinues to arxlodrrnrarirplife.
humans rrd thc envimnmcrn dctaiaate. ElTorts to curb coal Another mattcr is that.the

This brings to mind thc hsn- du$ frorn being canic{ a*ay by KPT plans to build a new armi-
dling of cargo at the Karachi thc stong coastal wirds blow- nal fa ttr lnrdlirg of contain-
Porr. A total of3.4 millim tons ing towar& dcnscly inhabircd crs in thc arca adjaccnt to thc
of coal was handled as the ros has rcmained cosnraic. as cml teminol. Phasc I of drc e-
Kar&hi Pdr during 2{n&2fln
Consewative cgimdca indicatc
tlnt this figurc will bc clc o 4
million tom duniq 201{1201 l.
This incrcrse in volume will
rtslt in an irrasa in ttvcncr
fur tlp port artd fa dlic{ h.ri.
nesscs and hing ecmomic betr
efits to Karachi urd Prkictu.
Thc incrssant &tnad frr crs-
Si to sr.ppoft a gowiry pqub
tion hrs spurred ports srrh rs
Karachi to dcdicatc rproes rs
thc KPT did d dtc Kcun{ frr
the imported coal, which is
stored in thc opcn rftcr bcing
otl'-loaded from ships. Al thc
volwr of coal impctt iru!!t-
es so docs the sizc of thc coal
yard at Kcamari. While cco-
nomic matcrials arc rcaped by
bnsincssc* inangiblc ccttr arr
bomc by others who livc rnd
wotk in tltc arca

The arca wherc coal is han-
dled at tre Keanuri rca b {ia
ccnt to thc rcsidcntial colonics
of Keamari and Jrlson whktt
house thousandc of r6idcnB,
comprising pcoplc who crnrot
afford dccent hcalthcare. Thc
continucd hardling of ml in an
area containing major popula-
tion centcrs and storagc of
orplcivc marcrial &cs nccon-
sider thc long rcrm welfare of
thc people in Karrni, caecially
thosc living right next to thc
area- Thc duestim dra mrd bc
asked is whethct therc ir rny
serious lorg-tcrm plan o rnorre
the hardling of dirty cargo rdr
as coal. y'losptue finthcr au,zy
from population centre. For

uaocr ?rir*ling is bcing kcpt o
thc minimum so rs not to
increasc the moisturc contcnts
of thc coal thus dccreasing its
mrta nllr ard utility.

Thd\ ttcrt is the rcal corrccnr
abqt ris& of a major aplci<n
as fic Kcamari mal yard b sitrr
dGd dj&Trt to thc Kcanrari oil
tamimh Deqitc rtpcatod caw
tion unmirgt of such potential
tisk by oil Erminal owrrrf cul
dust continues to accumulate
fcming a drick hycr on top of
$E h.ge onls containing vari-
q! typca of highly inflamrnablc
petrolcum products. Thus
irrreasing risk of igniting thc
highly flammable products
through what is tcchnically
krp*n r tb cml drr orplcirn
had. DcspiE this pcndiq ri*
thc KPT continucs to ignorc
occupaiorul safety and hcalth
gui&lirr for c@l dtu hardling
and continues to invest more
firnds in its Keamari coal yord
by building a l.E7 km rail link to

mind will be capable of han-
dling 3.1 millkn TEUs (trrcny
foot cquhalct bucs). Wlgr all
ttr pluscs arc completc4 it b
crpablc of handling l0 millicr
TEUr Expaierc in ofs pr6
of drc uorld dtmanrrcs dta it
is a natunl dcveloprncnt thet
following a phn for contrincr
tndling. dlty cago lundlirg b
movcd to lnothcr location.
Flandling ml o clce o a cor
uir*rannirul poecs majc ri:lcr
lo thc cmplopcr wting e dr
terminal. Thc impact of coal
du$ on cqdprn il lcads to fiF
quent brcrkdown and could
cause aifuis risking lives.

Thc long:term solutiqr coH
bc to rmw dr hmdliryofdiny
cargo frorn tE Kcanri da b
Port Qasim. Thc Port Qelim
Authority signed an 8gr€cnEnt
with Pakison lmcnational Bulk
Terminal Ltd in Novembcr
2010 establishing a US$173
million modern bulk coal and
ccment tcrminal with a backup

on:a of 25 hrrarts. The fa:ilib
b cxpcctod ro core ino optra'
tkn within thc rcxt thrcc ycen.
lf dEle ir popcr coondination
ba*en tlp pods un&r a PMP,
inncad of foircsing nrore ft.rnds
a KcJnsri coal yan( thc gov-
crnmcnt chould. in thc bctter
intcrcst of thc local residents
tnd pott uscrs. exercbe grtater
corporatc social rcsJrmi bi I ity
and look towurds prcparing to
uanslt'r all cnol ard ccmcnt han-
dling o Porr Qasim auay frum
&rrcly Jnprlated arvas.

ln the interim. while grolicy-
makcn mull over what to do.
thcre arc short term solutions
that rhc Karachi Port ma-v
implement. Merchsnls tikc a
long timc to removc thc coal
lifii thc port rrea and this is for
economic Easons. lt has been
hamt tha KPT's *omge yard ar
Kcamari offcrs storage said to
bc at chcapcr rates thrn other
locations ousi& thc porL Any
.rtional importer would keep
ftis cargo d dr€ porr until h Ls

cquircd, r moving tlEfi out-
ilc wulH bc more costly and
thcre rrc morc restrictions
lmpoccd due o iB environmcrr
trl huad. TtEc cml atl o(Er-
nalizcd to the resi&nts in thc
rca in furn of impct on hcahh
with short-tcrm medical cost
nd in tE hn8-t fln. rcdirctict
in their lifc span. Thcrc ir no
irstira by ofiicials o irrcrcee
thc clurgca lor thc importcrs r
it rcmovcr opponuniticr to
src thc qnl hsincss. ln thc
light 6f tte gnirq thc arthori-
tic3 hrYc convcnicntly tumcd
thcir hcks fwads ttr coninu.
ing hcrlth and cnvircnmental
hazards bcing poscd by thc
KPT's corl storage yard at
Kcarari. This ignorcs medical
ri*! b dr lsl populakn rnd
mrterirl risks to surrounding
busincssa such rs tholc oils
sorage. Ccts arc cxt mdizd
b drcn Th KFt may curi#
clr irrreasfog drc $rag! clurgcs
&r the o*rm of col ad this
should lcd to spcedy cvu:ru-
tirn ofdF cargo at thc porf ata
Thir lralcgt pmvcd o bc effcc-
tivc rl thc port of Chittagong
arcund 2005 wtuc corgesion
rrurslwd whcndrepondotl
blcd ftc charges o thc orvncrs
of ca€o r ce rncrnimcd by
cx{hinagmg Port Chrirman.
This irccasc in clurges gives
m irE€ntiw for tr crgo ovn
ers as outside storagc charges
becomc lower Lhan those in

>P9Col5\fro'sc in daity concr wirh trcsc|\
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thc port lt rnay wcll bc tlut drc
oflicinl rerycnuc rcceivcd by thc
KPT will bc thc samc or cvcn
highcrdcspite the cago saying a
much shortcr period at thc port

I cqnrrcnd all pblic and pri-
vdc scdq cotcrp?isc who harc
saved the crchcqucr by using

cosl in ctrrrnt factqicC yct rry
intcntions arc humblc without
causing umbragc to my insiru-
tioo Thc only canpclling rcoson
to pcn this column is environ.
rrntal and firt haiads and ilte
hcalth safcty of the rcsidcns of
utc adjoining arcas cr,tn ertcnd-
ing O Clifton. My rmin eonccfll
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Coal handling and its impact on the environment \
was visiring thcoit picr, t noticcd thc discrction of those con-
frcs of corl dust qt oil tankcrs ccrno4 whb rrc compctcnt rrd
bcnhcd on OP-ylt4lt and inrag- mty bc cqrccnrod e{uelly, but
incd thc complexitics i.e. undcr- for rcasons bcsr knoryn may be
writers of ship owncrs may ignoringthetuzards
dcmand addirional risk prcmi-
um from ship ownegs for
bcrthing ar Korachi. thus it is
esscntial to raisc thc issue for
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